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Abstract1 
 
The relationship between maternal sensitivity (MS) and child outcomes has been examined 
by earlier research. There is some evidence that MS plays a role in shaping temperament 
development in early childhood. Child temperament outcomes are a significant predictor 
for functioning in later life. The study is based on 952 mother-infant pairs from the Avon 
Longitudinal Study of Parents and Children (ALSPAC). MS was observed at 12-months 
and temperament at 24-months. Linear regression was used to investigate the association 
between MS and temperament, adjusting for a range of confounders (temperament at 6 
months, gender, SES, maternal mental health, maternal preconceptions of her child, 
parental conflict, gestation and maternal age). Multiple imputation was used to account for 
attrition. Mother-child interactions rated as “cool/moderate” were associated with more 
difficult temperament on the dimensions of “approach” (Coef 0.35, CI 0.09, 
0.60),“rhythmicity”(Coef 0.43, CI 0.19, 0.68) and “adaptability” (Coef 0.24, CI 0.00, 0.49). 
The associations remained after adjusting for confounders in the imputed data set.  There is 
evidence that maternal warmth may be influential in the development of child 
temperament, particularly positive affect, sociability and affect regulation. Further research 
is needed to replicate these findings.  
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